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[00:00:00] Speaker 1: We're at an oil-producing facility in eastern Venezuela called Petro Independencia, and on Thursday, the Secretary of Energy, Chris Wright, is visiting this oil facility together with the acting president of Venezuela, Delsi Rodriguez. It's a stunning reversal. Consider that it's been only 40 days since U.S. Delta Forces picked up Rodriguez's predecessor, Nicolas Maduro, in the middle of the night to take him to New York City, and now the Secretary of Energy is visiting together, side-by-side, hand-in-hand almost, they are traveling on the same van with the acting president. And the company that is running this facility, Chevron, has been telling us that they believe the potential here could be of up to 300,000 barrels a day. Currently, they're producing only 40,000 barrels of crude oil a day, but both the secretary and the acting president are telling us that they hope to overcome the obstacles that are in the way to that goal.
[00:01:04] Speaker 2: It's just to get the political and economic arrangements as smooth as possible between our countries, but there is no question that Chevron can ramp this facility, Chevron and Petro Independencia can ramp this facility, this area, to 300,000 barrels a day, no question about it.
[00:01:19] Speaker 1: The reversal compared to just a couple of months ago and the full rhetorical warfare between Venezuela and the government of Nicolas Maduro and the United States, and the idea that now the two of them are walking side-by-side, is perhaps the symbol of how quick the transformation in this country has been so far.
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