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[00:00:00] Speaker 1: I've just sent a WhatsApp message by writing on the table. It's a new feature on the meta display glasses. And could this be the year that smart glasses finally take off? On these ones, I can even watch my TikToks. There's certainly no shortage of companies trying to crack the market. They come in different shapes and sizes. Some are audio based, while others now include displays on the lenses. Now I'm going to play a skiing game. Oh, OK. So as I move this way, skiing the opposite direction. Oh no, I'm crashing into literally all the signs. Uptake of smart glasses is still quite slow. And perhaps one of the biggest barriers is convincing us that they're fashionable. Tesla are trying to do just that. They've partnered with the company behind Ray-Ban and Oakley to bring their tech to our eyes.
[00:01:02] Speaker 2: It was really hard for us to try to build a pair of glasses that are authentically a Ray-Ban that have a display that's bright enough that you can look at it even in the sunlight, that's high resolution enough that you can read message content, that doesn't leak light out. So when you're reading it, no one can see what you're reading. And that all fits into this form factor at a light enough weight that's comfortable to wear.
[00:01:28] Speaker 1: So far, these glasses are only on sale in the US, with supply issues meaning their rollout to other countries has been delayed. And for me, that means this is my first try of this tech.
[00:01:39] Speaker 3: So you're going to take your thumb and your middle finger and double tap.
[00:01:44] Speaker 1: They do take a little bit of getting used to. There we are.
[00:01:47] Speaker 3: The display is just popped up. You're on the settings page.
[00:01:52] Speaker 1: The display is appearing in front of my right eye. It's been designed that way to avoid obstructing my view.
[00:01:59] Speaker 3: How it works is it's called an electromyography technology. These sensors that are on the inside of the band, it's actually going to pick up the electrical signals in your wrist that controls different gestures. So when you take your thumb and your index finger and you tap, then you're selecting. And we know how to read that signal, and it changes on your glasses.
[00:02:18] Speaker 1: And perhaps the coolest feature that's just been added for users, writing out message replies. OK, so I've had a message. Hi, it was CES. So let's say it was. Great, it fills up.
[00:02:36] Speaker 3: You are very fast. And you just learned.
[00:02:39] Speaker 1: So my message has appeared on the screen. It's perfectly. There's no spelling mistake or anything. And I have terrible handwriting.
[00:02:48] Speaker 3: I mean, that's what was such an amazing technical challenge with this technology is because everyone has such personal ways of writing. And we had to train the model to be able to successfully pick up what you're writing, even when you're in a hurry and even a different style from every single person.
[00:03:03] Speaker 1: Other features include maps, translation and a teleprompter.
[00:03:08] Speaker 2: And that's useful if you're giving a talk. It's useful if you're doing an interview like this. We've got to get you a pair. Does that mean you've got a script on your glasses right now? I'm authentically talking to you right now. But if I forget something, I will probably get a message which will show up in my field of view and be able to read it.
[00:03:24] Speaker 1: People find at the moment they have a lot of distractions in their life. And actually putting the phone in your pocket because you're going into an important meeting or you're going to the cinema or you're going somewhere is actually something people value. Do you think people really want constant interruptions in their life?
[00:03:38] Speaker 2: We definitely, I completely agree with you. So we internally, we talk about being present as the primary thing we want to help people do, yet connected. And right now, we've been really selective with which notifications can come through. You can also set it so that the display does not turn on when a notification comes in, so you're not alerted to it in your field of view.
[00:03:59] Speaker 1: One of the main features across Meta's smart glasses and those from many other companies is a camera. It's part of interacting with AI-based search, but also for capturing what we're doing.
[00:04:12] Speaker 3: Pinch your finger and rotate like a radio dial and you can zoom in and out to get that perfect photo.
[00:04:21] Speaker 1: Okay, now I'm zooming in and out, like turning a dial. And snapping a picture.
[00:04:28] Speaker 3: And snapping a picture. You got a perfect one of Martin, good job.
[00:04:33] Speaker 1: One of the big concerns people have with your glasses is the cameras, and how are they recording them without people knowing about it?
[00:04:40] Speaker 2: Well, it's really important to us that not just do you like how the glasses look and how you feel wearing them and that you get value out of them, but equally important is that the people around you feel comfortable that you're wearing them, because if they don't, you're going to start wearing them. The right side is the privacy LED. When you take a photo, it flashes once. When you take a video, it continuously pulses for the duration of the video. We actually have a light detector on the LED, so when you activate the camera, we detect if light is able to enter that LED, and if it's not, it means someone's trying to cover it and the camera doesn't work.
[00:05:15] Speaker 1: My demo of these glasses was only brief, but from the now many different types I've tried, it does feel like we're on the cusp of smart glasses becoming a part of our lives. Consumers just need to be convinced they offer something we can't get from a phone or a smartwatch.
[00:05:32] Speaker 2: We believe that wearables are the best AI form factor because they're able to have the context of where you are, what you're seeing, what you're hearing, and they're the most accessible because they're already on you. The AI is going to get a lot better in this coming year. You should see a lot more coming from us.
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