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[00:00:00] Speaker 1: Grok AI is an artificial intelligence chatbot developed by XAI. It's a competitor to ChatGPT, Gemini, and Claude. Grok can answer questions, generate content, analyze information, create images, and help with everyday tasks. I'll also show you how you can connect Grok to MCPs like Zapier to better automate your work. I'm Elizabeth, and in this video, we're going to learn exactly what Grok AI can do and how you can use it. Head to grok.com and create a free account. You can also access Grok through its mobile app and with an X, but I'll be using the website for this tutorial. There's a free option with usage limits. Some features require paid access, so what's available on your screen may differ from mine. One of the easiest ways to use Grok is to ask it to explain something. Maybe you're shopping for a new computer and every listing mentions memory and storage. They both sound like places to keep things to me. So what's the difference? Let's ask. Explain the difference between RAM and storage in a laptop. Assume I'm a beginner, use a simple analogy, and keep the explanation under 150 words. Notice that we didn't just ask a question. We also told Grok how to answer, beginner-friendly with an analogy and under a certain length. You would do this with almost any topic. Ask for a quick overview, a detailed explanation, or a step-by-step walkthrough. And you can keep the conversation going by asking follow-up questions. Now we're taking a general explanation and applying it to our own situation. You can also ask Grok to research information that changes over time. You'll notice that Grok provided sources for each one of these laptops. I'd confirm the exact configuration and price on the manufacturer's website before making a purchase. Think of Grok as helping you understand and narrow down the options. You still want to verify the information that matters. I've also asked Grok to set a price alert. So this way, if the price on this particular Lenovo laptop goes down, Grok will automatically check every day at 9 a.m. and alert me if the price listed goes any lower. Now let's create something visual. Grok's creative tools let you generate images and videos from a description. Click on Imagine underneath the chat icon. Let's say we run a neighborhood coffee shop and we want a visual to promote a cozy fall atmosphere. I could type a cup of coffee, but that leaves a lot up to the AI. So let's describe our prompt in a little bit more detail. We specified the subject, the setting, the lighting, and even where we wanted the empty space. Those details help to direct the composition. And if you don't like the result, you can continue to adjust your description or ask Grok to create more images for you to select from. Now let's try video generation using a similar scene. Toggle from image to video. A little movement can turn a simple scene into something you could use in a social post or as background footage. And when you're happy with your video or your image, you can easily share it with others, post it to X, or download it to your computer. Now that we have a visual for our coffee shop, let's write something to go with it. Grok can help draft emails, articles, social media posts, scripts, and more. The key when submitting a prompt is to explain who you're writing for and what you want the content to accomplish. In this case, I asked for three different Instagram captions. Asking for a few versions always gives you something to compare, because you might like the opening from one and the question from another, but you don't have to accept a draft exactly as it comes out. So let's add a follow-up prompt. It's always good to be really specific about what you want changed. Don't just say, make this better. Instead, say things like shorten the opening, remove the sales language in order to make the request more clear. I'm going to add one more edit. I want to add one appropriate emoji to this post. Perfect. Grok can also help you edit something that you've already written. This is useful when you know what you want to say, but need help making it easier to read. Before sending or publishing anything, make sure to review it to make sure it sounds like you and says exactly what you intend. Let's go back to that Instagram caption for a moment. Grok helped us write this, but we could take it a few steps further by creating a daily trigger for Grok to create a new social media caption and have the content added to our Google Sheet and emailed to our social media team. This is where the sponsor of today's video, Zapier, comes in. Zapier connects to the apps that you already use, like Grok. And with something called MCP, short for Model Context Protocol, Grok can use those connections to perform actions for you. Here's our content calendar. Right now it's pretty empty, but we're going to have Zapier create one row for every day that Grok creates a caption for us. In Zapier, I can create an automation that will add the content Grok creates to my Google Sheet and send an email to my social media team, letting them know new content is ready to review. Now I have more time to handle other tasks. If you'd like to connect your favorite AI tools like Grok to thousands of apps, check out Zapier using the link in the video description or pin comment below. Next, let's explore a capability closely connected to Grok's integration with X, researching public conversations and recent developments. Maybe you've seen people discussing a new event or a technology announcement, but you don't want to piece together the story from dozens of posts. You can ask Grok to help organize that information. In this case, my prompt is asking to search public posts on X from the past 24 hours about SpaceX. I'm asking for themes and links to representative sources. Let's see what it comes up with. There are a few things that you may have noticed about this prompt. We defined a specific time window, we named a specific topic, and we asked it to distinguish fact from reactions. The last part matters because a widely repeated claim isn't necessarily a confirmed fact. We can also ask follow-up questions. What questions remain unanswered and what could be resolved by official documentation and which are mostly matters of opinion? One thing to keep in mind, the posts Grok finds are a sample of the conversation. They don't necessarily represent everyone on X or the broader public. This could be useful for spotting discussion themes and questions, but it isn't the same as conducting a representative survey. And remember that if you use X, you can access Grok at any time from the left-hand side of your screen. Grok can write code, explain how it works, and help troubleshoot problems. Let's make something simple. A tip calculator we can open in a web browser. I described what I wanted the tool to do and I asked Grok to explain how to use it. They're also giving me multiple options for saving the file on my computer or copying the code myself. I downloaded it to my computer, so let's test it out. Let's say we have a bill amount of $100 and we want to have a 20% tip split between four people. That should come out to about $30 per person. Great, it worked as expected. But you should always test something that you create with AI as well. So let's change that to zero people and see what it comes up with. Perfect. It gave us the expected result, which is an error message. If something doesn't work, you can also describe the problem within the Grok chat window and you can include the relevant code or error message as well. I don't actually like the error message that it provided to me, so I'm going to ask to revise that particular message and remove the using one part of it. You can also ask Grok to teach you what you're looking at. In this case, explaining the JavaScript code and calculation in plain English. Whether you're learning, building a small tool or debugging existing code, the back and forth can be very helpful as you learn. And finally, you can upload information and ask Grok questions about it. Here's a sample document. It's an event proposal and it's nine pages long. It has a schedule, costs, and a few decisions that still need to be made. So I'm going to ask Grok for some help in summarizing the event proposal in five easy bullet points. Then asking Grok to create a table of costs, deadlines, and decisions that still need to be made with page references. This gives me a good starting point for reviewing the proposal. I can also ask a more focused question, such as what would I need to clarify with the organizer before approving this proposal? Instead of only shortening the document, we're asking Grok to help us examine it. You can also upload pictures. For example, here's a photo of a whiteboard from a event planning session. I'm going to ask Grok to help me transcribe the text on this whiteboard and organize it into action items, owners, and any deadlines that may be written. This can save a lot of time with manual typing, especially right after a meeting. I love the idea of being able to brainstorm in a meeting and then just have these notes written afterwards so clearly. And remember, if your photo is blurry or anything is written unclearly, take a better picture rather than relying on a guess. And because this is AI, always review the information before sending it out to other people. Those are just a handful of practical ways to use Grok. And remember, give Grok clear instructions, ask follow-up questions, and check the important details. And have fun connecting it to your data using plugins like Zapier. Thanks for watching. See you in the next video.
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