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Speaker 1: You have a court date coming up and you're concerned about your testimony. I'm going to share a couple of tips I've learned over the years that will help you give the type of testimony that wins trials. This may seem obvious, but it's the most commonly ignored piece of advice. When the attorney begins asking a question, many witnesses think they understand the question before it's even finished. Then, the witness answers a question that isn't yet finished. Obviously, when the question isn't yet finished, then it is impossible to accurately answer that question. For example, if asked, didn't you sign the contract? And you answer yes before the rest of the question to commit fraud, can you see how that may create a problem for you? When you're testifying, don't be afraid to slow down. Let the attorney fully finish the question, then repeat the question back to yourself inside your head. That will ensure that you're listening to the entire question. This will also help to ensure that you understand the question before giving your answer. Attorneys are highly educated professionals. Unfortunately, this education sometimes disconnects them from their own clients. Sometimes, attorneys are too educated for their own good. Attorneys spend approximately seven years in school before they even take the bar exam. Through all these years of education, they learn a lot of big words. These complicated and fancy-sounding words often hurt them in court. They may not mean to do it, but at some point during your testimony, the attorney is going to use a weird word and you're going to have no idea what it means. Mark Twain said it best, don't use a $5 word when a $0.50 word will do. For example, if asked, at what point did you direct aspersions to my client, but you have no idea what aspersions are, then don't answer the question. Don't be afraid to ask the attorney to clarify or to tell the attorney that you don't understand what the word means. Before you can answer the question, you need to understand the question. Again, this seems obvious, but if you don't answer the question that is actually being asked, then one of the attorneys will object. Your own attorney may even object to your testimony. I have actually objected to my own client's answer to one of my questions. If you hear objection, non-responsive, then that means that the attorney thinks you didn't answer the question that was being asked. For example, if asked, did you see Mr. Defendant stop at the red light, and you answer, well, it was really hard to see from where I was standing, then you didn't actually answer the question that was being asked of you. The answer here is simple yes or no. Did you see Mr. Defendant stop or did you not? Okay, these questions aren't actually deadly, but they are the most common questions that you'll be asked. Listen for these questions and be prepared to answer them correctly. Who, what, when, where, why, how, yes or no. If asked, who was with you, then your answer should provide the person's name. If asked, what is your favorite color, then your answer should provide your favorite color. If asked, when did you, then your answer should provide a date and or time of day. If asked, where did you, then your answer should provide a location. If asked, why did you, then your answer should provide the reason that you took that action. If asked, how did you, then your answer should provide the manner in which you took that action, how it was done. If asked a question where the answer is clearly yes or no, then your answer should be clearly yes or no. Yes or no questions are the most difficult to answer because the answer isn't always quite so black or white. Most answers end up being some varying shade of gray in between. If the answer is mostly yes or mostly no, then your answer can provide a short clarification as to why you can't simply respond with yes or no. For example, if you're asked, isn't it true that you ate my client's cupcake without his permission? The truth is that you ate a cupcake that you thought was yours, but then later found out that it was someone else's. In that scenario, it's acceptable for you to say, I did eat a cupcake, but I mistakenly thought it was mine at the time and only found out later that it was your client's cupcake. When attorneys try to cram too much information into a single yes or no question, it makes it harder for you to respond with a clear yes or no answer. In case you missed our video on your court appearance, take a minute to watch that as well. Testifying requires a three-step process. Listen to the question, understand the question, and then answer the question. If you follow these three steps, then you'll be in a better position to give the type of testimony that wins trials. If you like winning trials, click the like button. If you know someone that has an upcoming hearing or they may be a witness at an upcoming hearing, share this video with them. Check out some of these other videos that we've published, and don't forget that we publish new videos every other Thursday at noon. From all of us here at Matthew Harris Law, we appreciate you watching.
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